Febnuary 4, 2976 WE WERE THERE

The night stanted out Like any other night. 1 had finished preparing dinnen
for the seven missionanies who were here in Patzicia attending a Cakchiquel Ind-
Lan Language Training Schoof. The meal had been served, the dishes and kitchen
d,eanzd, and; Carmelina, owr sweet Little Indian ginl who helped me each day, had
gone nome, :

My husband, Bleak, and 1 had netined o ourn Little noom for the night. Ve
Lived in one of the class nooms of the big beautiful chapel and we wsed the kit-
chen tp prepare and serwe owr meals. (e Loved oun Rittle room. le felt s0 secure
there. 1t was our nefuge from the busy wonkaday world we were involved in as Ag-
rleultunal Missionanies forn The Churnch of Jesus Chnist o4 Latten-Day Saints.in
Cuatemala.We talked of our day's work and our Love fon the people. Tined from
the Long Labors of the day, we went Zo bed early. There was a peaceful calm in

© . Zhbairn and sleep came easily.

Around three o'clock in the monning we were awaken by ihe shaking of our bed,
Stantled out: of a deep sLeep and never having experienced it before, T didn't
know what was happening.Bleak threw his amm over me and in an emotion-§ilLed
voice said "Don't move, it's an earthquake and a bad one.”

The Mzwk,mg became mone vioLent... unbelievably v.iofent! We could only try
to hold on to the bed. We could hear the fwiniture and our personal belongings
being thrown about the noom.1t was as if a huge giant had the chapel in his
hands and wad angrnily shaking it.1 can only nemember that I felt confused and
thought"What car we do?” '

Suddenly w2 could hearn the building breaking and crashisg overn us! We
could feel pieces cf mondan falling on us, not knewing if en wherwe would be
crwshed under £t all, The ncise was deafening.Rleak wzs verny quiet...piaying.

He Latersaid that T crled out,”T want fo go home!".1 can onby nemember erying
aboud, “Heavanly Father, Protect usl® - ,

Then aftern what seemed Like an houn, (actually it was about 35-40 seconds)
the honrnibla shaking stopmad, aliost as abruptly as it had stanted.The noom was
as dark as pilen.tle stuimbled out of bedbut couldn't walkin the xroom because of
the debnis fnot we hept siumbfing over. Bleak was on the §loon, feeling around
forn the flashlight, and Luckily he felt Lt unden his hand.He furned L on and
we saw forn the finst time the shambles ancund us. Everything was upside down.
The boskcasz and pontable clothes closet wene sprawled into the middle of the
§Loon. Debris covened every Lnoh 04 Zhe room. 1€ was uwbelievable!

We climbed over the rubble fowands the door. 1t was bawred by the table
that had scdcted acrsss the front of LL.Lifling the table out of the uay, we
opened the doon and staggered out into the hatl.Then we saw the grofesque pile
that once hsd been the chepel and recreational room...the whole opposite side
04 the chuxch had falfen!

Two of the mirsionaidies, Eldens ELLawonin and Adkin, hod been sleeping on

- the stage on the {Loon, night across the hall from our room. Suddenly we heand
Eldern Adkin:icalling our,"Help me, help me, my companion is hunt and 1 can't

get him outl” Thuee of *the other missionanies, EfLdens Schmollingen,BBernharndt,
and Lanson, ‘wene sleeping in a Little adobe house about 150 feet from the chapel.
They said they heand me scneaning fon help for Elden ELLzworth and they come aun-
ning. Their Little hut had crumbled fo the ground, but they had erawled out
without a scratch. _ :

We ran imnediately to see about Elder ELLswonth. The fiigh ceiling that had
been supported by huge concrete beams had fallen, breaking in the middle Like
toothpicks . Right unden the point of one of the beams Lay Elder E&lsworth. He
was pinned gnden it apporently , and the huge beam seemed Zo be nesting on his
back and upper Legs. He was Lying on nis stomach sti8L on his mattress on the
wooden §Loox of the stage. He was conscious and quite calm. Though he was £in
great pain, the never Lost his "cool”. He kept saying over and over again,”"Please,
can't you huny?" At one point, he even held the candle fon them while they
worked to free him. ‘

When we saw that the beam was on him, our heants sank! How could we poss-
ibly even get him out? There was ro way that we could move the beam; we had no.
Lights, electrnicity...nothing Lo work with?

Bleak qnd the Elders falhed for a few minutes, then they all knelt together
and Bleak p%%eaded with the Lond fo help us free ELdern ELLsworth, to proiect them
as they wonked and to hold the building together until they could finish theirn
work. The tremons were sLiRE coming stnong and the building would shake and
nattle each:time. Then ELden Bernharndt crawlfed unden the massive destruetioy,
Laid his hands on Elden ELLAworth's head and gave him a special blessding.

They afl went *o work. They put strong braces under the beam, in hopes that
it would help to keep fhe bean from falling more. How Lucky that he was on a
wooden §Loorn. 14 he had been cw cememt, he would possibly been hifled. How
miraculous fkat the beam didn't crash through the wooden §Loox!Now there was
banb tlo amiPd sam an¥  tho LPnns Inow nados him and noleanse him. But what if




the bean §ell on top 04 him when the floon was cut out? More bracing. e had a
gasoline powered saw that the Eldens had brought frnom the service station rearby,
but we had np gasoline except in the pickup and we had nothing to use to cyphon
AL out. But they wonrked and wonked with what few things they had. a Little hand
sawon whatéven they could hack away the §Loor with. They crawted undern the §Loon
and wonked fike Litile beavers, 1t neally took counage because we were s£{2 hav-
Ang neallysgtnong shakes. 1 Laten fold them that they were neally brave. They said
they were Segred o death at times but that they had to get him out.

AL oneipoint, 1 saw blood trickling from his mouth and 1 pahicked, But 1
went off by mysels and asked my Heavenly Father for the faith T needed and a
peaceful feeling came over me. Bleak had Zold me noi to worny. He said that as
he was praging, he knew for a surety that Efden ELLsworth was going Zo be freed
and fhat he would Live and be alright. There was no doubt in his mind.

To go back a Little, when we saw that the beam was on him, Bleak and T de-
cided to go ‘for help, not nealizing that the quake was 80 genenal, While the
Elders continued fo work, we jumped in the pickup and headed for the center 04
fown but the roads were caved in and we couldn't enten. e thought we would go
2o Chimaltemango, some 17 kilometros away...we could get the help we needed there.
Just a Little ways down the highway, the mountainside had caved in and we couldn'#
pass. Then iwe decided Xo go up the highway in the opposite direction to Tecpan.
We could calf the Mission Headquarntens fon help.We wene only twined back by
another cave'in on that road. We could see the headlights of another can on
the other side of the caved in area, wanting to pass. Then the homnible neal-
Lzation came, .. we were trapped in!

e rushed bagk fo the chapel.As we passed the once-row of houses, all we could
see wis piles of rubble. An Tndian woman nan out into the noad crying,"Plecse
help me, all of my children are buiied unden the housel™ What were we to do?
Oun finst nesponsihility was to ELden ELLswornth. So we drove on.

Eldens Salazar and Evans wene Living doun in the centen of town. T
told Bleak -as we drove back,"If they aren't at the chapel by the time we
get back, thelfithe dead!” As we pulled up the noad to the chapel, we could see
ltlbm in %he -headlights, coming £n a trot up the noad! T wept for joy.

As Bong.as T Live T shall never fonget the sounds that began to arise
from the puedla. We could hean the wailing and weeping as the people began to
pulled thein fanilics fnom under the piles of fallen adobe. Their homes were
deathtraps, fon the adobe was only mud and crumbled to crush and smothen them.
In the dask eanly momning hourns, the eries chilled my bLood and the realiza-
Zion that we’ couldn't stop fo help them andded to our burndens.

Would _gaylignt never come? Many of the Indian brothens starnted coming to
see Lf we were safe. Here they were, concerned about us and thein own homes
- were all destroyed.It neaffirmed thein Love for us and made our hearnts glad.
Several of Znem stayed and helped to free ELder ELLsworth. One said,”Sister,
Presdident' @hoc's wife and fwo Little sons were killed-" , another came saying
that the Relief Society President and her baby were dead. Mone and mone. Fifteen
members ofthe Branch werz gone.

Finally daylight came and with it came mone hope. Things always seeni mone
hopeless in the dark of the night. T could see that the home of our next doon
nedghborns was desiioyed and 1 could hear the weeping of the women, s0 1 walked
overand climbed over the mounds 04 rubble into what had been their yard. They
were abready tnying fo dig out thein cosn, brans, pots, ete. Thein Rittle eight
or nine year ofd boy was walking around in a daze, carrying the body o4 his
Little dead zister in his arms. The mothen cried that they would all die, that
all they had was gone and they would die. 1 put my . awms around her and tried
in my geeble way to comfont hen, telling hen khat we have to be strong when
things seem hopeless and that we have to have faith. She thanked me and s04tly
sadld,” 1t £8-God's will" and thanked me.

The EfLdens and the brothens were stilllworking frantically because it had
been too many hours and ELdern ELLswonrth was becoming weak, cold and weary. He
kept calling for a drivk and we caviied watern and soda watern to him to keep him
grom dehydrating. He was 40 brave through it all. T s2{LL manvel at his calmness
even though .he wis neally suffering and 1 am sure at times he wondered {4 we
wezz ever godng to get him out. But he never became panichy on L0st conscdont--
£odhness. Vi

Bleak dyas busy helping as much as he could. He had an operation several
yearsd ago adn has antificcil joints in his knees, 50 he couldn't climb unden
and help, Biut he/dhiliféd assisted in every way possible. He checked all the
elfectrical wires, ete. fo make the area safe. He drew up and stored all the
watern from the damaged, Leaking storage fank which proved %o be a Life saven
Laten.He brought oun mattness out of the building to prepare a place for the
elden when we were neady fo take him out.

Finally, about nire o'clock they yelled,"He's free!™ They carefully pulled
hin out, s£{lL Lyirg on his mattrness, He hept saying that his Legs were s0 cofd
and wanted us Lo Zuin him over onto his back, but we didn't hnow the extent of
his ginjunies. and we dared rot move him any more than we had fo. As soon as he
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was out from under the building, Bleak and lfihe Eldens ancinted him and. bfessed .
him. As we examined his, we saw that although his back seemed 4ine, he had a
bad gash .in his Leg and that his feet and Legs were cold and blue. He couldn't
feel angything when we nubbed his feet and Legs!. We were gravely concerned about
this.The Eldens began massaging his feet and Zegs immediately and continued to -
do s0 until we nreached the city several houns Laten, e Loaded him into the ’
pickup, stiL on his mattress.AS we started 2o Leave, Brother Doming SolLoman
came up Lo me, his eyes full of teans and his face stnicken wiht grief and
desperation. Softly, he asked,”Sisfer, one of my sons 5 dead, dnd another is
nearly dead. Uould you do me the favor of taking him to the hospital with you?"
T asked Bleak and he said o4 course we would. e drove down the noad a Little -
way and stopped by a trhail. Rrother SofLoman and the Efdens nan down the trail
and a few minutes Later, they reappeared carrying the boy on a door. He had a
head infury and his eyes were swollen shut. He appeared Fo be dead. We didn't
have noom 2o put him down by Elder ELLsworth and s0 they put the door across the
top of the sdideboards of the pickup and we drove 04§, headed for Chimaltenango.
As we came to the caved in area, we found that someone had made a narviow pass-
age over the top, 50 were were able fo pass over also. We could get to Chimal-
tenango, at Least.

When we neached Chimaltenango, @e found that the destruction as bad
there as it was in Patzicia. Me drove through the center of town fo 2hd office
and small clinic of a Drn. Belrthonst, a Gringo Dn. There were hundreds of
wounded and dying in what was Left of his Little hospital and all over the
grounds Lay wounded men, women and children.They couln™t heByp us. A man came
up to us and said that we could get help overn at the public hospital, s0 we
drove over there, We found the same situation there. e were given a numben
163 and told we would have fo wait oun twwn. A nwish came out and gave both
of them a shot fon pain. A doctor walked by hurriedly. An eldern asked him
to Look at them. He quickly Looked at them, said that FElder ELLsworth uwasn't
sendously Linjured, that they had hundreds that wene much wonse off than he was.
He did say that his Leg wound needed bandaging, s0 he fore a piece off my gown
and wapped it up and Left. , .

We talked huwwiiedly about what we should do. MWe realized that they
probably wouldn't be able fo help him here when they DID get fo him, but we
were Zold that the highway into the city was closed by a caved-.in mountainside.
Some else said that there were ambulances on the othen sdide waiting to take
the wounded to the city, But all of this was rumons and we didn't know how
much to believe. But we went with that hope. The Efdens said that we weuld go
as far as we could in the aar, then they would carry him over the mountain
pass. £f the ambulances were rot on the othen sdide, they would walk and carry
him into the city!

So we stanted out again. We transferred the boy down beside 2Zhe Elden.
Sevenal times we thought he was dead. His 4athen kept falking fo him and
uiping his 4ace, the teans streaming down his own face.

As we passed the cemetary in Chimaltfenango, there were already hundreds
carnying the bodies of thein dead to be intewred. Tt uas Less than eidht hours -
affen the quake. With the dead nunning into the thousands, there wene not
enought ciffins and crude boxes were being made. Since fhere 45 no embalmdng
in this anea, this proved to be an wrgent task.

As we neared the caved-in mountainside closer fo the city, the traffic
to the city was piled up, but we didn't wait in Line. fle drnove on past them atl
up Lo whene the tractons and bulldozens werne working fo clean some of the tons
of dint away. Over the top of the area appeared our Zone Leaders! The Presi-
dent of the mission had sent them fo check on all the missdionaries. They came
running to ourn aid. They talked to the police and told them that we had a
man who was hurt bad and might die and that we had to get hin through
Ammediately. They ushered us night thrdugh. tle werne the second 0f thirnd can
to get through. The highway was undern tons and tons of dint, s0 we had fo
drive over the top. 1t was night on the edge of a deep bawranca and the wheels
0§ the pickup just barely had noom to pass. My heart was in my throat and 1
, begged my husband to wait, but he said,"We have fo get through and through
we went!

On the other side of Zhe mountain wene miles and miles of cars, not
only on thein side of the rnoad but on ouns, foo. We had 2o drive on the
shoulder of the noad, the Zone Leaderns running ahead o clearn Lt for us.

Anothen 4ifteen on twenty minutes and we were n the city. We drove
stnaight to the mission home. President Arnnold fumped in the car and went
along. They wene taken to the best private hospital in Guatemala. Both he and
the Sofoman boy were admitted and treated with the very best of care.

The Soloman boy fully necovered. e hear ofetn of the progress of Elder
EZtswonth and he is steadily improving. He was 4Lown Lo Panama to a hospital
and then to the states. te had injurnies fo his Legs,peluis.and hkidneys, we

nudouatand bhut Fhat ho ix rnt nl Aavask and an Fhe wond fo worouonir.




. e have seen many tragedies, but we have alio seen many minacles. We have
witnessed the Lond Literally snatch his missionanies from all thein different
quartens and from the jaws of death. There werne no othen infurndies, ev en
minon ones Lo the missionaries. '

Bleak and 1 know that he was protecting us. “then daylight came, we Looked
back <into our room and saw that the heavy concrete bLocks had fallen forwand
over oun bed, but were held .in a Leaning position! 1% was as 4if the Load
had put out his hand and held them off us. Two days Laten when the second
trhemon hit, they all collapsed and §ell. They were s0 heavy that they cracked
gouges into the tile and concrete fLoon. They 4ell right where ouwr bed had been.

One would have o see the destruction in Guatemala to believe it. The
towns of Patzicia, Patzun, Tecpan. Chimaltenango and Comalapa anre completely
destroyed, The figurnes Listing the dead in these fowns are into the thousands.
1t L8 neponted that a thind of the population of Tecpan died. 1 believe it. Pat-
zdcia had about a thousand. These are amall pueblos, not cities. The zrnek fo
the cemetary £in Patzicia was a steady strneam all day Thursday. They were
burying their dead in communit 'y grnaves. Presdident Choc's wife, two boys, the
Relief Society President, Sistern Cua and hen baby, and Sistern Ondones were
buried 4n one grave.

Bleak and T have been in charge of distributing food, clothes, blankets and
othern supplies to these five towns as they came 4in and as the need anocse. The !
mission {mmediately sent conn, beans, nice, blankets, ete. fon the memberns. Most
0§ thein coan, efe. had been buried under piles of rubble.

1t has been neally gheat to see these Indian people fnmediately begin
to wonk. They stanted that very day to make a Lean-fo or a shack to protect
thein families §rom the cold. Some 04 them wene made of cornstalks, boands,
tin, plastic, bedspreads... whatever they could get. These towns are in i:2
mountains and the nights are very cold. A night on two after zhe quake,
the beans in oun garden froze. The wind was strong and high and at night 1
would shudder when 1 thought o4 how many people were cold.

Blankets and tents were fLown Ln from the church headquantens in USA. We
gave them to the membens asconding to thein needs.1f a family had been able to
netrnieve thein blankets, they didn't receive as many as those who had none.
Each member of each family had neceived a blanket, 40 by sleeping fogethen,
they could keep wanm. The blankets here are small, but the ones from the
chwich were Lange, 100% wool and they were all delighted fo get them. (e also
distributed pots and pans, sugar, salt, Lime that they use fo clean their
con to make tortillas,,and fresh fuit from the capital. '

We missionanies wene also thrown out into the open. The 4inst fwo nights .
we sLept out unden the stans and neanly froz! The dew soaked our beds and our
heads! But we wene happy to be safely outside. The tremons were s£LLEL coming
and the skeleton of the church would ralfte, sending shivens up and down my -
spine. ' ‘

The mission sent up huge wide rnolls of plastic to make temporarny Lents
fon the memberns and we used some of it, too o make us a Long tent for cll
of us to sLeep unden. It was one Long continuous bed, as we had Zo pool
our blankets to keep wom. We were cooking cver a campfine which also warmed
owr bodies and spirnits. 1 was cooking fon a fange crew and was T ever grateful
fon my yeans of experience in MIA Ginks' Camp. My ginks would have been proud
of me!

The §inst night that we slept out, an Indian family wnadered into our
camp §rom the highway, 1t was cold and they had walked all the way from the
eity that day, thying o get fo Chichicastenango to see about thedir family.
They had another days walk ahead of them. They wanted to go on, but we
persuaded them to stay the night, because they had a baby abd small chil and
they wene erying. We shared our supper potfuck with them and our blankets. The
husband kept getting up all night *o add more Logs to the fire o help keep us
all wam. Early the next morning we made a pot of mush and invited them to eat
with us, but they said they had to hwwy on to Aee about theirn gamily and after
thanking us they scwuried o044 down the noad. '

While Bleak and 1 were busy with our assignments and carvying the injured
to the hospitfal, etr, the elders were working to help the people dig out from
unden it all. President Annold sent two Lisitens up to help, Sisfer Hyer, a .
nunse and Sisten Pulham, to help with the injured. Three different doctorns came
from the states to help out. Other Eldens were brought in from outlying areas -
to centralize owt forces. Tents wene set up fo house ws. Two other missionany
couples also came up, The Hyrum Fromns and Boyce Lines. They had specifically
assigned dutés and our crew grew. : ' ' '

1 had stanted having some pains in my chest and my husband takked with the
President, President Amnold and he sent up fwo more sdistens, Wheatley and -
Joknson to fake oven the hitchen. By this Lime we had salvaged the stoves and
other things fhom the hitchen and owr cobking was somewhat easier, but still
a major chore. The night that 1 stanted with chest pains, a doctorn from the

states was in camp. My husband asked him fon medicine, as my pills were buried
]
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£ the nubdble. He said he hadn't brougit any and had none. The nexit morning, 4n a
box of medicine he had brought was a bottle of nitroglycerin pills'! Another
méracle 04 the Lond. : :

tle wish you could feel the special spinit of these wondenful Indian Brothers
and Sistens. We would ash them if they needed a Little nice on beans on sugarn, and
wsually they would say, Oh, sistern, we sLL2L have a Little. 1§ we need some, ‘
we will fell you'. Very few ever asked for any. This .isn't trwe of all o4
Guatemala. Gl have had non-membens come by the churnchk and ask for anything...
just anything. They heard we were giving away things and wanted something. They
keep coming back again and again. Mot s0 the members. And the governmment has
neally been §Lying 4in food, clothes, ete. by plane and heliccoptern Zo all the
Litlle pueblos. Many items o4 food and clothing have come in from all over...
Outlyings areas of Guatemala, Mexico, the states and othen neighborning count-
nies.

We know we are nichly blessed Lo be here at this Lime and give the Little
service we can. Even though the feans that 1 have had since zhe quake have made
me Long fon home many Limes, [(the safety of home) 1 wouldn't Leave now Lif £ '
could, e have s0 much Love and respect fon these people. Owr days are §illed
with many different hinds of helping. There is sE{LLL 50 much Zo do. There 45
ALLL 80 much rubble, sickness, death and dust. The babies continue to be homn. .
The nains will bring more problems with Landslides from the brokens mountainsides.

Rut the church 4is building them good strong safe homes. Many of them wilf |
be 044 the ground forn the finst Lime in their Lives., They have s0 wmuch strnength
and determination. My daughtern wrote and said that she was agraid that if hen
home and everything she owned were burnied unden the nubble, she would fust
s4% down and give up. Mell, perhaps some of *them feel Like this, but you would
neven know £t. A visiton from the states said a few months ago beforne the
quake that he couldn't see that these people were suffering. They seemed 40
happy and had a smile on thein faces. ell, they are sEL{LL seemingly happy and
they s4i8L have a smife on thein faces. Do you think they are sufferding?

, Our dear Branch President Pablo Choc who Losi his wife and two Little
sons in the quake goes about his duties with a smife on his face. But when we
are aloune and talking, he says,”Oh, Hermana, T miss my wife s0 much. My home 48
s0 sad. T just hope that 1 can Live wonthy and work in the church 30 that 1 can
" be with them again. This Life isn't too Long. We fust have fo go on and do the
best we can."” , : '

His son, Daniel, the §inst Cakchiquel Indian to go on a {ull time mission
come to our fent the othen night. He i3 here with the other missdionaiies work=
ing.He Ztolduf that he wanted fo tafk to us fon a Little while. Aften he had
paid gorn his weeks food, ke said,"T just can't believe that my mothen is dead.
1t is sc sda fon me, but it is wmuch sadden for my Little sistens. They need hen
50 much." But he goes along each day in his missionany work Laughing wéth the
othern missionaries. Perhaps they don't know the pain that (s in his heant.

And in spite of £t all, we have monre hope 4on khese people than we have
even had before.lle have a strong conviction that the Load .is cleansing Guafe-
mafla of all the ofd traditions, o4 akl the 4iLth and disease and poverty. Does
this sound strange? 11£'s hand to believe when you Look around at them right
row' with all the sacrifices that have been made and with all % he déstructicn.

. But the gnreat stony of Hugh B. Brown's "Cwurent Bush™ keeps coming fo
mind. And as Brothen Pexr, the counselorn in thn Branch Presddency told me the
“ moiming of the quake,

"Hemmana, £t 45 the will of the Lond. e don't undenstand it all, but he
has a purpose in mind,”

His home was gone, a new one that he had just built by the sweat of his
brow. They hadn't even moved into it. Thein 4ifth baby was almost due. But he
had a peaceful happy smile on his face.

As T type this it is with a heavy heart. 1 came in to the city this monn-
ing to type this story up *o memeograph. As 1 sat down o fype,=The phone rang IS
in the President's office. 1t was a call from Patzun. ALL fhe missionaries had :
gone there today to help some of the towns people to clean up their places.
This was to be the Last day of thein Labors. Tonight we werne going Lo have a
big dinner to reward them for theirn many weeks of hard work 4on the people
04 this area.

f The call was to report that Daniel Choe, our §inst Cakchiquel Indian
Missionany was killed when a wall that they were trying fo remove had fallen
on him. 1t is with a heavy heart that T netwwn to Patzicia. The thought of
seeing the face of his fathen s almost morne than 1 can bearn. He has had nearly
two monthas sdince the death 04 his wife and fwo Little sons. )

There will be nejoicing on the othen side. fe 4L have Zo go on and work
and thy to Pive the best we can. 1 krnow he will see them again and great wikl
be fhw foy together. :
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